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2010 Legislative Bills to Track:  RI General Assembly – update as of 5/1/10
Senate
	Bill Number
	Topic
	Sponsors
	Status/Contact 
	Description

	S. 2174
As Amended

	Joint Resolution Opposing the Creation of an Office of  National Insurance (ONI) Federal Insurance Office (FIO)
	Sen. Tassoni
	2/9/10 – Recommended for Immediate Consideration.
3/10/10 – Scheduled for hearing and/or consideration; Committee recommends passage as amended.
	Would require all health insurers to disclose the reimbursement rate to hospitals in RI for medical services, equipment & other associated costs.

Would take effect upon passage.

	S. 2202
	Relating to Insurance - Coverage for Hearing Aids
	Sen. Walaska, Bates, McBurney, McCaffrey, and Lynch
	2/9/10 – Introduced; referred to Senate Health and Human Services. 
3/3/10 – Scheduled for hearing and/or consideration; Committee heard.
	Would increase hearing aid medical insurance coverage for those insured under age 19 from $1,500 to full cost and for those age 19 and older from $700 to $1,500.

	S. 2204

	Public Health and Workplace Safety Act
	Sen. Perry, Levesque C, Miller, Metts, and Sosnowski
	2/9/10 – Introduced; referred to Senate Health and Human Services.
	Would provide that a no smoking bar (as defined in the Act) would be permitted in any building wherein people reside.


	S. 2220
	Relating to Amending the Confidentiality of Health Care Communications and Information Act
	Sen. Perry, Miller, Goodwin, Sosnowski, and Gallo
	2/9/10 – Introduced; referred to Senate Judiciary.
2/25/10 – Scheduled for hearing and/or consideration; Committee recommended measure be held for further study.
	Would require the health care provider of a child who has been sexually abused to report the abuse to the appropriate law enforcement entity.


	S. 2270
	Relating to the RI Coordinated Health Planning Act of 2006
	Sen. C. Levesque
	2/11/10 – Introduced; referred to Senate Finance.
	Would allocate matching funds of $250,000 to the continuation of the health planning and accountability advisory council from funds attached to the 2% annual tax on gross premiums on insurance contracts.


	S. 2291
	Relating to Businesses and Professions – Pharmacies
	Sen. C. Levesque
	2/11/10 – Introduced; referred to Senate Health & Human Services.
	Would provide that pharmacies provide a list of the top 20 prescribed health maintenance drugs in electronic format to the department of health with current selling prices.


	Bill Number
	Topic
	Sponsors
	Status/Contact 
	Description

	S. 2354
	An Act Relating to Insurance – Health Insurance Copayments
	Sen. Ruggerio, McBurney, Goodwin, and Walaska
	2/11/10 – Introduced; referred to Senate Health & Human Services.
4/8/10 – Committee transferred to Senate Finance. 
	Would require that health insurance companies pay bills for ambulance co-pays or deductibles in excess of fifty dollars ($50.00) if the patient has not paid the bill within ninety (90) days.

	S. 2355
	Confidentiality of Health Care Communications and Information Act
	Sen. Ruggerio, Goodwin, Levesque C, McCaffrey, and Gallo
	2/11/10 – Introduced; referred to Senate Health & Human Services.
4/28/10 – Scheduled for hearing; Committee recommended measure be held for further study.
	Would prevent disclosure of a patient's health care information through ex parte contacts with a health care provider by persons other than the patient or his or her legal representative.

	S. 2416
	Relating to Insurance – Accident and Sickness Insurance Policies
	Sen. Pichardo, Levesque C, Perry, Sosnowski, and Goodwin
	2/11/10 – Introduced; referred to Senate Health & Human Services.

3/10/10 – Scheduled for hearing; Committee recommended measure be held for further study.
	Would make all unmarried children under the age of twenty-nine (29), who are living with their parents eligible for family health insurance coverage.



	S. 2417
	An Act Relating to Distressed Essential Community Hospitals
	Sen. Picard, Tassoni, Connors and Cote
	2/11/10 – Introduced; referred to Senate Health & Human Services.
	Would allocate a quarter percent (.25%) of the taxes on the premiums of health insurers to assisting a distressed essential community hospital.

	S. 2424
	An Act Relating to Insurance
	Sen. C. Levesque
	2/11/10 – Introduced; referred to Senate Health & Human Services.

3/10/10 – Scheduled for hearing; Committee recommended measure be held for further study.
	Would allow a qualifying individual and/or dependent children to purchase health insurance from an insurer contracting with the state for no more than eighteen consecutive months.

	S. 2428
	An Act Relating to Creation of Commission of Health Advocacy and Equity
	Sen. Pichardo, Metts, Goodwin, Gallo, and Perry
	2/11/10 – Introduced; referred to Senate Health & Human Services.

3/3/10 – Scheduled for hearing.

3/3/10 – Committee heard.
	Would create the commission of health advocacy and equity charged with identifying and eliminating health care disparities within the state.


	S. 2432
	Relating to Utilization of the Oral Health/Overall Health Connection to Improve Health Outcomes and Reduce Health Costs
	Sen. Picard
	2/11/10 – Introduced; referred to Senate Health & Human Services.
	Would require the OHIC, working with the state’s health insurance company to investigate and prepare a report setting forth strategies and programs to utilize the oral/health overall health connection.

	Bill Number
	Topic
	Sponsors
	Status/Contact 
	Description

	S. 2458
	An Act Relating to Businesses and Professions – Medical Malpractice
	Sen. Blais
	2/11/10 - Introduced ; referred to Senate Judiciary
	Would require the department of health to provide an analysis of medical malpractice insurance rates and to recommend improvements to the legislature.

	S. 2478
	An Act Relating to State and Municipal Employees- Health Care Contributions
	Sen. E. O`Neill, Bates, Cote, Maher, and Raptakis
	2/11/10 – Introduced; referred to Senate Constitutional and Regulatory Issues.
	Would require all state and municipal employees to contribute a minimum of 20% of the cost of health care benefits provided to them.

	S. 2492
	An Act Relating to Insurance – Implantable Hearing Devices
	Sen. Walaska, Bates, McBurney, McCaffrey, and Lynch
	2/11/10 - Introduced ; referred to Senate Health & Human Services.

3/3/10 – Scheduled for hearing; Committee heard.
	Would require insurance coverage for surgery and services for implantation of Federal Drug Administration (FDA) approved implantable hearing device per year.

	S. 2629
	An Act Relating to Insurance – Extended Medical Benefits
	Sen. Devall and Crowley

(Lt. Governor bill)
	3/4/10 – Introduced; referred to Senate Health & Human Services.
3/17/10 – Scheduled for hearing and/or consideration; Committee recommended measure be held for further study.
	Would provide that dental and vision benefits be included for individuals eligible for extended medical benefits

	S. 2630
	An Act Relating to Insurance – Accident and Sickness Insurance Policies
	Sen. Lynch

(Lt. Governor bill)
	3/4/10 – Introduced; referred to 

Senate Health & Human Services.
3/17/10 – Scheduled for hearing and/or consideration; Committee recommended measure be held for further study.
	Would prevent health insurers from charging a co-pay for preventative healthcare visits to a patient's primary care physician

	S. 2631
	An Act Relating to Health and Safety
	Sen. Tassoni, P. Fogarty, Picard, and DiPalma

(Lt. Governor bill)
	3/4/10 – Introduced; referred to Senate Health & Human Services.
3/17/10 – Scheduled for hearing; Committee recommended measure e held for further study.

	Would give authority to the director of health to certify out-of-state health care professionals in times of a public health emergency

	S. 2632
	An Act Relating to Insurance – Discount Medical Plans
	Sen. Sheehan, Perry, Pichardo, Crowley, and Raptakis
	3/4/10 – Introduced; referred to Senate Health & Human Services
	Would establish standards for discount medical plan organizations, protect consumers from unfair and deceptive marketing practices and facilitate consumer understanding of discount medical plan organizations


	Bill Number
	Topic
	Sponsors
	Status/Contact 
	Description

	S. 2675
	An Act Relating to Insurance – 

Reimbursement Rates 
	Sen. Blais, Maher
	3/10/10 – Introduced, referred to Senate Health & Human Services

4/28/10 – Scheduled for hearing; Committee recommended measure be held for further study.
	Would prevent reimbursement for blood and urine testing at hospital rates simply because the testing facility happens to be affiliated with a hospital.

	S. 2716
	An Act Relating to Insurance – 

Mandated Benefits
	Sen. Walaska and Bates
	3/24/10 – Introduced; referred to Senate Health & Human Services
	Would require a mandated benefit review by the health insurance commissioner of any mandated benefit introduced after January 1, 2011, contingent on the review being paid for by health care providers authorized to do business in this state.

	S. 2747
	An Act Relating to Insurance -  Health Care – Freedom of Choice
	Sen. Blais
	3/25/10 – Introduced; referred to Senate Health & Human Services
	Would create the "Freedom of Choice in Health Care Act" for the purpose of preventing the state from requiring participation in any particular health care plan.


