June 22, 2009

(Type your State Senator or Representative’s Name Here)
Room ____
State House

Providence, RI   02903
Dear (Senator/Representative) ____________:

As your constituent, I am extremely concerned with the recent House Finance Committee’s action to include the elimination of the Office of the Health Insurance Commissioner (OHIC) as a “cost cutting measure” contained in Sections 13 and 14 of Article 5 of the Proposed State Budget they approved on Wednesday of this week.  I hope you will oppose Sections 13 and 14 of Budget Article 5.

As a health care consumer and member of the Rhode Island Business Group on Health, a business coalition of over 75 small and larger employers in RI,  I have firsthand knowledge of some of the protections and health care reform efforts that have been spearheaded by the Office of the Health Insurance Commissioner.  

The elimination of the OHIC and its responsibilities would undermine health insurance affordability and accessibility during an economic period in RI where health care costs are continuing to rise to a level that is unsustainable for many employers.  Each year, more and more Rhode Islanders are losing their health insurance coverage due to affordability.

The oversight of the commercial health insurers and the review process of their rate factors by the OHIC has had a direct impact on businesses and health care providers.  The review of rate factor filings in 2008 and push back from the OHIC resulted in a savings of approximately $29 million to consumers, and the OHIC’s recent call for retraction of proposed rate increases for 2009 could have an impact of about $150 million in proposed cost increases for 2009.  The OHIC has also utilized its authority to resolve provide complaints about interactions with health plans and established a provider/health plan work group to improve the RI health care system.   

Critical innovative programs to improve the health care delivery system have been developed by the OHIC, including the Affordability Standards and Priorities for Health Plans, which will result in over $180 million being invested in the primary care system over the next five years.  

In my opinion the health care system improvements being spearheaded by the OHIC and other health care cost control responsibilities and partnerships between the insurers and the medical community that the Health Insurance Commissioner has had the leadership capability to execute far outweigh the short-term cost savings of $700,000 from elimination of the OHIC.  Moving these responsibilities to another department of government will seriously impact the progress that is being made in reforming the health care system in RI and potentially eliminate the level of oversight that has been established by our current Health Insurance Commissioner.

Again, please OPPOSE Sections 13 and 14 of Article 5 of the Proposed State Budget.  Thank you for your consideration on this important issue.

Sincerely,

(Your Name, Home Address, and contact phone/email information)
